hristmas is rapidly approaching and like someone furiously knitting a colorful af-
ghan destined to be a special gift for someone special, many of us are busy fash-
ioning the last elements of our 2010 Christmas experience. It is all too easy
to let the urgency and frenzy of the season confound our focus. Hopefully,

as Christians, we will take the time to step back and see the presence
of Christ in what we are fashioning.

For all of us, whatever our faith tradition, these final days
before Christmas will offer a glimpse into the dynamic power of the
divine. These are holy days and holy nights. Under our gift-giving
and celebrating lay buried some of the deepest questions of our
lives:

Why have | been born in this time?

Why have | been born in this place?

Why have | been born in these circumstances?
Why have | been given particular blessings?
Why do | have these challenges?

From whom do | receive the power to love?

Over the last few months, our parish has spent a great ville. Although

deal of time talking about how much stewardship means blankets were

to our church and our families.. As parents, we all hope being CO"‘?Cted

our children grasp the value and goodness of sharing by the entire

our gifts with others, but we sometimes struggle with school, the

getting that message to our children in a meaningful third grade

way. We are so fortunate that the students at Our Lady ~ Students do-

of Lourdes not only learn about our Catholic faith within nated fleece

the classroom, but are also asked to serve others and actually

through a myriad of stewardships projects throughout made 26 blan-

the school year. kets for the project. In all, forty-six blankets were do-
In November, the school teamed up with Blan- nated to area shelters before the Thanksgiving holidays.

ket Louisville and Coalition for the Homeless to provide
new or gently used blankets to the homeless in Louis-



The economists and retailers are worried that
we won't have “a good Christmas!”

What do you think? Does having a
“good Christmas” depend on our ability to buy
a lot of “stuff” we often don'’t need? |s there a
chance that our “economic worries” might
wake us up a bit and invite us to center on the
“essentials” of Advent and Christmas?

Maybe there is a “hidden blessing” in
this time of waiting and economic uncer-
tainty—maybe we will call the family together
and talk about “designing a special family
Christmas;” maybe this will be the year when
all our past resolutions not to spend too much
will come true and we will learn to give more
personal gifts; maybe this time we are going
through is itself “a gift from God’ to teach us
more reliance on God and less on ourselves.

Maybe, just maybe, this might be the
best Christmas we’ve had in a long time if
we're wise enough, and courageous enough,
to make it so!

Every best wish,

S aungidin

Libraries are filled with books authored by phi-
losophers who have pondered and have attempted in
vain to completely answer these questions. For Chris-
tians, the real answer is revealed in the disarming sim-
plicity of an infinite God born in squalid circumstances.
For Christians this innocent infant becomes a model of
complete and perfect love. Even in the complexity of our
busy lives He whispers to us. So, despite all the distrac-
tions inevitable with the season, be settled and quiet
yourself long enough to hear the message of the trans-
forming power of the Divine.

However revelation reaches you, it comes down
to this:

God is not far away.

God is wrapped in THIS moment.

God is present in THIS experience.

God is present in THIS person in front of you.

The sacred power of God's love is reaching out
to you. Don't overlook it just because it is disguised as a
child in a stable, a homeless mother, a demanding cus-
tomer, a taken-for-granted spouse or a frustrating sib-
ling, or even your own face in the mirror.

“Happy Holidays” is a contracted form of the
medieval greeting “Happy Holy Days”. In contemporary
times, itis a more elastic expression that attempts to
stretch around every conceivable approach to celebrat-
ing the season. It is intended to be an inclusive term that
permits people of all faiths to participate and wish each
other well. But this inclusivity has gathered a lot of dis-
posable wrapping, bows, jingles and tinsel, and the
message embedded in this holy season all too soon
suffers the same fate as the wrappings and bows that
disguised so much promise.

Sasha Kirsten Stave & James Robert Escola
Anastasia Couch & Joseph Anthony Harper
Teresa Renee Alter & Kevin Thomas Hayes
Lindsey Marie Foulks & Joshua Paul Witten
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On December 31, Audrey Truax will conclude over 18
years in ministry as Pastoral Associate here at Our Lady

of Lourdes.

Did you think Audrey Truax
was always in pastoral care? Not so.
Her first career was in nursing. She |
has worked with veterans, in surgical
nursing, open heart surgery, and
psychiatric nursing. That's a great
background for working with people
in any field. This career ended in 1965. In the meantime,
she converted to Catholicism in the late 50's.

Audrey was then involved in religious education
at St. Edwards in J-town. She has also worked part-time
with the Archdiocese in the Faith Club. Sister Betty
Blandford, the former DRE, told her about this position
at our Lady of Lourdes which she started in July of

Shortly before Halloween, Fr. Nick encouraged
the students to practice tithing by going through their
Halloween candy and setting aside at least one piece of
candy out of every ten pieces they were given. The chil-
dren willingly took up the challenge and donated over
225 pounds of candy that was distributed to the St.

John'’s Center for
Homeless Men and
also to the US
troops in Afghani-
stan.

On October
29, students col-
lected Halloween
themed items and
put together over 40

Halloween gift bags for Jarrett's Joy Cart, a charity that
provides gifts for children undergoing treatment at Ko-
sair Children's Hospital.

On November 11, the school families raked
leaves for parishioners in the neighborhood who were
unable to do so on their own. As 8" grade teacher Mr.
Beavin stated, “We are all called to be the hands and
face of Christ and yesterday Jesus was raking leaves in
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1991. She has worked with both Father Osborne and
Father Rice and said the transition was smooth and they
were both great to work with.

The most fulfilling part of this ministry is the be-
reavement ministry. Audrey claims that she receives
much more than she gives, especially in this part of the
ministry. Going through grief with others is rewarding
and she learns so much. Another favorite ministry is the
“seniors”. Audrey loves the one-on-one contact.

At this time, Audrey is looking forward to the
next chapter of her life and is letting God direct her. Her
hobbies, gardening and taking care of her dog and four
cats will remain a source of joy. We will miss her at
OLOL, but hope to see her often.

In the next issue of Lourdes Life we will intro-
duce Joni Richter who will be our new Pastoral Associ-
ate.

St. Matthews.”

In addition to all of
these projects, the school
collected food for the Dare
to Care food bank and the
3" grade class collected
food for the Cathedral of
Assumption’s lunch pro-
gram. With all of the influ-
ences that surround chil-
dren today, we should all
be encouraged by and
thankful for the wonderful
examples of stewardship
that our children have ex-
perienced just the last
couple of months at our
school.
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Gladys Sims
Robert Ehret
Frances Zigler
Catherine (Paulie) Clark
Ann Marie King

Wiliam Mackin _—="
Denise Fischer ('/’D
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Tara Hayden enjoys giving
to the Angel Tree at The
Salvation Army and the
OLOL Advent Tree. Her
family wants to include oth-
ers who have lost someone
during the holidays. They
enjoy getting together with a
family from the country of
Belarus during Thanksgiving
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Compiled by Julianne Bibelhauser

C During the holidays, Joan
i ._ Mason brings homemade
¥ |cookies to senior citizens at

=4 |one of the OLOL weekly

B Masses. She enjoys decorat-

) ing her home during the holi-
days. People thank her for

her decorations and the way

they help others to enjoy the

spirit of the holidays.

Deacon Gene
\ Waldon enjoys

il inviting those
without families to

his home during the Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays. Deacon Waldon
teaches his grandchildren to put
“Christ” back in Christmas so that they
will learn to celebrate the true meaning
of this

and Christmas. oy
e
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Lillian O’Daniel enjoys donating to different -_

gencies during the holidays, which include: [ RS

Right To Life, Hand in Hand Ministries, Preg- .-
nancy Helpline Clinic, St. Vincent de Paul, BV .
and St. John’s. ltis her tradition to put her =%
Nativity set on her mantel each year. She
says it is the first thing her guests will see

when they enter her home.

Helping out at OLO
holiday activities, like after
the Christmas Bazaar,
Bruce Hillenmeyer is
eager to help when there
is a need at church. He
enjoys traveling during the

holidays to visit his family
and friends.

Chris Lynch contributes to Toys for
Tots and the OLOL Advent Tree. He
checks on his tenants, like those from
Sudan, to make sure they have some-
where to celebrate the holidays. His

family enjoys the tradition of cutting

down their own tree in Indiana to help
out an area Boy Scout Troop.
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éhtine Kesler _en-
= joys giving to Christmas
collections at OLOL,
Girl Scouts, and work.
She has taught her chil-
dren to give during the
holidays by donating
some of their own toys
to Catholic Charities
and St. Joseph Chil-
dren’s Home. The Ad- R sl

vent calendar is a special tradition in her
home. The children are taught to give
and receive through the little boxes that
open and close. Each box presents an
opportunity to pray for someone, send a
letter, etc.

Along with her father and
sister, Maryhill Mundt
helps buy food at Kroger
for four families during the
holidays through a pro-
gram at “Church of Our
Lady.” A tradition in her
family is to go to OLOL
Christmas Eve mass. They
enjoy the Angel Choir and
choristers.

On the weekend of January 21, 22 and 23, 2011,
Lourdes will once again sponsor a weekend retreat ex-
perience at Knobs Haven, a house on the property of
the Sisters of Loretto Motherhouse, in Nerinx, KY. The
time away has proven so special for former participants
that they are eager to attend again. The cost is $125 per
person which includes housing and all meals. The set-
ting is relaxed and comfortable. The content this year is
"Everyday Spirituality”, being aware, slowing down and
staying in the present moment. The retreat will be facili-
tated by Ginny Brown. There are flyers in the Gathering
Space. You might want to consider this a very special
Christmas present or an early Valentine for those spe-
cial women in your life. Bring a friend and double the
fun. Carpooling is encouraged. Call the Parish Center at
896-0241 for more information.
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Working at Mass of the Air is
an important ministry in
which Barbara Verbeke
serves during the holidays.
She also works with the
Lourdes staff in a ministry
with the “Sister Visitor” pro-
gram to take, stock, and
dispense collections for fami-
lies who are in need. She
likes to create special memo-
rable gifts for her family
members. Papers of their
family history from Belgium
will be a special gift she has
prepared for her family mem-
bers this year.

Save Saturday, February 5, for an evening that will be
“Simply FUN!” for all the adults of the parish. What be-
gan in 1983 as a Celebration in honor of Our Lady of
Lourdes’ Feast Day and Parishioner Appreciation con-
tinues as tradition today. Plan to celebrate the 29th an-
nual Lourdes Night with your fellow parishioners.

After 5:30 Mass, the evening will continue. It will
feature a delicious catered dinner with wine and beer;
the presentation of OLOL'’s annual Service Award(s) to
honor outstanding stewards in our parish, followed by a
special entertainment including FUN and dancing--
provided by Lourdes’ own DJ, Dave Drummond. Watch
the website and bulletin for information about tickets.

It's never too soon to start thinking about the
dedicated, devoted and deserving people you know to
nominate for the Lourdes Service Award. Nomination
forms are always available online at
www.ourlourdes.org or from the Parish Center.

Also, we're looking for some old game boards
with any miscellaneous and assorted pieces... so if
you're doing some fall cleaning or purging before the
holidays to get new games for your family — we’ll take
‘em! Please drop them off at the Parish Center, or for
pick-up contact Ann Russo, AnnieR114@insightbb.com
or Paula Shaw, P.Shaw@insightbb.com.
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It seems that children often figure out the most simple
and basic way to say something. We asked parents to
talk to the school children about what Stewardship
meant to their family. The children then wrote essays
explaining Stewardship in their terms. The kids came
back with some beautifully written words about True
Stewardship like this statement by Bella DeLeon, a 6™
grader, “We cannot depend on Our Lady of Lourdes to
do everything for us. Take part in the act of Steward-
ship. Together, we give our support back to Our Lady
of Lourdes.” See more excerpts below about what
Stewardship means to our young people.

“We should work together and help the church.” —
Lauren Locke, 3" grade

“Doing something for someone with no reward ex-
pected.” — Jack Brown, 3" grade

“Using my time, talent, and treasures to help the par-
ish.” — Garrett Gentner, 3" grade

“It is good to do because you can be a good person by
doing it.” — Kaden Bates, 3" grade

“True stewardship is helping in the name of God.” —
Nick Brownlee, 3" grade

“Stewardship means in our family taking care of our
church family. Just like we have to keep our home run-
ning, we have to keep our church and school.” — Kate
Mitcham, 4" grade
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On October 28, a couple of our youth (Robert Crotty and
Matt Whisman), along with a couple of our volunteers
(Marie Pierce and Debbie Parker), helped at the Hand-
In-Hand warehouse. We sorted clothes for about 2
hours—among other donated items, we found OLOL
gear, some dresses, sharp looking dress clothes, and
even a 'Party Button' This project was part of our ongo-
ing parish commitment to Hand-In-Hand Ministries,
whom we support financially and also through our own
sweat equity, which was on full display that chilly Octo-
ber evening.

Serving others is a top priority for our youth
group and our parish, whether through service nights or
a mission trip—because it is a top priority for our Chris-
tian living, too. God calls us “for the victory of justice,”
and reminds us that “I have grasped you by the hand; |
formed you and set you as a covenant of the people, a

“Everyone pitching in to do their part in making our
church go round. If everyone does not do their part, the
church would not work.” - Sophie Boddy, 4™ grade

“We are a better school and church because we give
our time and talent. God asks us to live our lives to-
gether by giving. | am proud.” - Joeli Sullivan, 4™ grade
“Through our actions we show that we are responsible
for our church and school. That is stewardship.” — Jake
McKean, 4" grade

“l think giving your treasure means to give God your first
fruits before you serve yourself.” — Mary Kate Kesler, 5"
grade

“Let’s keep on spreading the good news of God. | will
keep on being a steward.” — Chloe Bohn, 5" grade

“It fulfills the mission of the church to share and sustain
each other.” — Luke Burkman, 6" grade

“Take care of and making good use of things we are
given and making sure those gifts can be passed onto
others.” — Sydney Haydon, 6" grade

“It is a way to live as Jesus wants us to live.” - Savanna
Olson, 6" grade

“We share what we have with the church.” — Nick Teve-
baugh, 6" grade

“When everyone helps each other, everyone feels
good.” — Grace Haydon, 6™ grade

light for the nations...” (Isaiah 42:6). Ultimately, we trust
our good works will prevail (both as a 'victory' and as a
'light for the nations'), and He will carry us and guide us
as we give our lives in service. Our next service project
is the OLOL Breakfast With Santa program on Saturday,
December 4 (9:00 a.m.—12:00 Noon)—indeed, the
holidays are a great time to give back to others. Let me
close by saying that I humbly suggest that we shift our
focus more towards presence than presents.

Samuel Joseph Gibson
Keith Ryan Prater
Adele Leigh Wilson
Matthew Lee Parsley
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When did you become Catholic? Many of us are cra-
dle Catholics. We inherited our faith and our religious
affiliation from our parents and family. Some of us
have made choices as adults to join the Catholic faith,
usually through RCIA. The members of the coordinat-
ing team for Why Catholic? were asked this question
at our last meeting. The answers were as varied as
the individuals sitting around the table. One thing for
sure is that we all agreed that we are STILL figuring
out what it means to be Catholic. We are all
"practicing” Catholics! Daily we seek to live as Catho-
lic Christians. Daily we seek to find God's presence in
our lives and daily we try to share God's love with our
family, friends and co-workers.

Sometimes, we take our Catholic faith for
granted. Deep down we understand that we never
really "know" all there is to know about our faith. We
do want to know Jesus Christ better and experience
his saving love for us. We want to know more about
our faith and we long to share time with others deep-
ening our faith. This is the opportunity that Why
Catholic? gives us.

Throughout the Archdiocese over 120 par-
ishes have chosen to participate in the Why Catholic?
experience. The program provides opportunities for
parishioners to meet in small groups (six weeks at a
time) to learn, pray and share. The focus of the ses-
sions is on the material from the Catechism. There are
four areas of study. We will begin with sacraments in
Lent of 2011. The other sessions will include prayer,
creed and morality. Over the next four years we will
have many opportunities to focus on this material. Not
only will small groups be formed but larger group ac-
tivities will be provided, retreats will be held, and take
home material will be provided.

You'll be hearing more about all of these op-
tions in the months ahead. We will be seeking facilita-
tors of small groups as well as people who might want
to provide a hospitable place to meet. And, of course,
this experience will only be successful if YOU decide
to participate. We are all on the journey toward a ma-
ture Christian faith together! Come along for the ride.

+ &

Buren & Whitney Coats and Parker
Pamela Hall
Raquel Joseph and Zachary and Gabriella
Brett & Megan Wine and Brady, Rileigh & Ryan
Roland & Wanda Bisig
Jason & Jennifer Bowman and Christian
Cyril & Marzia Mauffrey and Oceane & Manon
Elizabeth Melis
Troy & Karen Willis and Isabel, Wyatt & Stella
Josh & Amanda Bensing and Cooper
Lyanne Blazquez and Sophia
Michael & Amy Brown and Annabelle
Giles & Ashley Cronen and Emma
Jason & Jan Glaser and Juliana and Candice
Malcolm & Lucy Heskins and Colin & Jack
Robbie & Gretchen Houchin and Benjamin & Porter
Jennifer Kowalenko
Robert & Mary Alice Mclintyre, Jr.
Paul & Ann Metzler and Ocean
Michael & Nicole Pierce and Laila & Genevieve
Jose & Tatiana Rolon and Camillo & Viviana
Eric & Kim Seay and Kailley & Kendal
Bryan & Katie Schmitt
Steve & Donna Vince

Mary Caroline Marchal, SC ~ Jim Legleiter
Julianne Bibelhauser Ann Russo
Beth Boehm Tricia Fike

S. Judith Rice, OSU Mandy Rice
Sheila Hiestand Fred White

Kim Haydon Alice Wissing

Lourdes Life is the bi-monthly newsletter
for parishioners of Our Lady of Lourdes
Church, 508 Breckinridge Lane, Louisville KY
40207. Itis published in January, March, May,
July, September and November.
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508 Breckinridge Lane
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First Sunday of Advent, "A Joyful Journey"
% 2

Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary.
Masses at 8:15 AM, Noon, and 7 p.m.

% 3
Advent Reconciliation Service at 7 PM in church
% 13

Christmas Eve Liturgies at 5:30 PM and 10 PM. Prelude
music ¥z hour prior to the service
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% 14

Christmas Day

Masses at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Prelude music
on half hour prior to the service. NO Confessions.
5:30 p.m. Mass

% 15
Masses at 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
6 " 17

New Year's Day
NO morning Liturgy. NO Confessions. Mass at 5:30
p.m. Feast of the Epiphany



